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Cineastic Discoveries at goEast 2009

goEast - Festival of Central and Eastern European Film preparing for ninth edition:
22 to 28 April 2009 in Wiesbaden / Homage to Kira Muratova / Jan Svérak profiled
as director / goEast Project Market successfully established / “Films That
Presaged the Fall of the Wall” highlighted in goEast Symposium

Filmmaking highlights from Eastern Europe are being presented at this year’s goEast Film Festival
from 22 to 28 April in Wiesbaden. Mounted annually by the German Film Institute — DIF since 2001,
the festival’s various sections and discussion forums make it a unique platform for dialogue and
exchange between East and West. Over the seven days of the festival, goEast gathers together
directors, producers, industry representatives and journalists to present any number of premiere
screenings and films that would otherwise seldom find exhibition in German cinemas. In 2009 once
again, repeat screenings of selected festival films will take place in the German Film Museum in
Frankfurt, in this way extending the festival audience even further.

goEast centres round the Competition. The international jury chooses prizewinners in various
categories among ten contemporary features and six documentaries. The main prize — the “Golden
Lily” (10,000 €) — is donated by Skoda Auto Deutschland. For the second time, the foundation
“Remembrance, Responsibility and Future” is awarding the documentary prize “Remembrance and
Future” (10,000 €). The City of Wiesbaden awards the Prize for Best Director (€ 7,500), and the
Federal Foreign Office awards a Prize for Cultural Diversity (€ 2,000). Film schools from Kiev, Sofia
and Germany are competing in the 2009 goEast Students’ Competition, which is financed by the
BHF-BANK-Foundation and offers prizes worth 4,500 euro in total.

goEast is also an opportunity to discover cinematic highlights from the past: the 2009 goEast Homage
pays tribute to Kira Muratova. This “grande dame of Soviet-Russian cinema” won a Silver Bear at the
Berlinale in 1990 with ASTENICESKIJ SINDROM / THE ASTHENIC SYNDROME (USSR/Ukraine,
1989) and the Main Prize at goEast on two separate occasions: with VTOROSTEPENNYE LJUDI /
SECOND CLASS PEOPLE (Ukraine 2001) and NASTROJSCIK / THE TUNER (Ukraine, 2005). Kira
Muratova will be in personal attendance at Wiesbaden for the comprehensive retrospective of her
work at goEast 2009.

The goEast Portrait profiles the Czech filmmaker Jan Svérak against the backdrop of the political
upheavals of 1989. The films of Svérak are humorous and subtle comments upon the social realities in
his country. His Oscar-winning KOLYA (Czech Republic, 1996) won international acclaim in the
1990s, and German audiences flocked to see his VRATNE LAHVE / EMPTIES (Czech Republic,
2007). The 2009 goEast Portrait also illuminates unknown sides of the popular Czech director.

In line with an established tradition of focusing on the promotion of young filmmakers, goEast is
continuing its intensive cooperation with Robert Bosch Stiftung. In 2009 once again, Robert Bosch
Stiftung has chosen goEast as the platform for awarding its Co-Production Prize for Young German
and Eastern European Filmmakers. With the goEast Project Market, moreover, the foundation is
again supporting, after the successful launch in 2008, the unique forum for the development of
international film projects.
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In 2009, the year of anniversaries, the goEast Symposium (23 to 25 April) is looking back at the
preliminary signs of political change in Central and Eastern Europe. Running in the new Murnauer
Filmtheater in Wiesbaden under the title After Winter Comes Spring. Films Presaging the Fall of
the Wall, the symposium explores aspects of a little publicised chapter in the history of Eastern
European filmmaking. The introductory lecture, closing discussion and post-screening film discussions
add an important element of discursive depth to the retrospective initiated by the Federal Cultural
Foundation and Stiftung Deutsche Kinemathek. Funded by the DEFA Foundation and the Agency for
Civic Education in Hessen, the programme of films encompasses works by great names in the annals
of cinema as well as those of less prominent filmmakers.

goEast — Festival of Central and Eastern European Film enjoys the support of numerous partners.
The main sponsors of the Festival are the Hessian Ministry of Science and Art and the City of
Wiesbaden, Skoda Auto Deutschland, Robert Bosch Stiftung and the foundation “Remembrance,
Responsibility and Future”. With hr2-kultur, the cultural station of Hessian radio broadcaster, a new
media partner has been won for goEast 2009

More details of the individual festival sections and visual materials are available from:

Press contact: Organizer:

Natalie Kronast Deutsches Filminstitut — DIF
Phone: +49 (0)69 / 961 220 655 Schaumainkai 41

e-mail: kronast@filmfestival-goEast.de 60596 Frankfurt am Main

Anika Kozicki (assistant)

Phone: +49 (0)69 / 961 220 656 E-mail: info@filmfestival-goEast.de
e-mail: presse@filmfestival-goEast.de Internet: www.filmfestival-goEast.de
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